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• Focus on early education:
– Preschool phase (2-4 years).
– Kindergarten phase (4-6 years).

• Focus on at-risk children from:
– Low SES families.
– Immigrant minority backgrounds:

• Traditionally: Turkey, Morocco, Surinam, Netherlands Antilles.
• Recently: Eastern Europe.
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Center/school-based 
programs

Center/school-based programs
o Ages: 2-4, 4-6.
o Implemented by preschools and schools 

(kindergartens).
o Financed from municipal and national 

means (school budgets).
o Mixed effects.

Family literacy/parent involvement
o Parent components in center/school-based 

programs.
o Low intensity.
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2010’s

Combined 
programs

Combined programs
o Alignment of (pre)school and family 

activities.
o Implemented by schools and welfare 

organizations.
o Financed from municipal and national 

means (school budgets).
o Effect studies in progress.
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Combined program: example

“Early education at home”
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Taal voor Thuis
”Language for at home”
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Current status:

• High on the national policy agenda (Dekker, 2013).

• High on the local policy agenda’s, particularly in the major cities.

2011-2014 Higher Achievements Program
• Funding for school improvement
• Criterion = plans for increasing parent 

involvement

RotterdamRotterdam
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