
Intercultural Education in Germany

Inter-cultural Education

In German SchoolsIn German Schools
Presentation for 

16th International Conference on Reading

Braga, Pt

Horst Paul Kuhley
Co-Author: Elisabeth Gessner

 July 2009 Horst Paul Kuhley - www.forum-lesen-kassel.de



Intercultural Education in Germany
Analysis

population total 

(chart1)

population <25

population < 6 

non migrant „migration background“



Intercultural Education in Germany

Concepts for immigrants in European Schools:
Stages according to Christina Allemann-Ghionda
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Concept for immigrants in Germany

- mother-tongue education

- teaching German as the second language (DaZ-Konzept)- teaching German as the second language (DaZ-Konzept)

- language ability analyis in the kindergarten

- differentiation of classroom work vs. external differentiation
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Curltural oriantation: (Bucher/Bonfadelli 2007 )
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Some conclusions:
– migrants are not a homogenous group

– differences in origin and cultural milieu are relevant

– low milieu will present problems for migrants and non mig rants

– integration cannot ignore milieu

(Christian Alt, Milieu oder Migration - Was zählt meh r? – Translation 
Horst Kuhley)
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Lineary Integration Concept

Integration is seen as a one-way street 
leading towards full assimilation
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Multi-Dimensional Integration Concept

Integration is seen as a complex net of different fields of which
some are crucial and some are only differentiated lifestyles
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Towards a revised didactics of Intercultural Education

social factors are more important than nationalities

cultural orientations are mightier than ethnicity

Diversification of the term „migrational background“Diversification of the term „migrational background“

ClarificationClarificationClarificationClarification ofofofof aimsaimsaimsaims forforforfor teachingteachingteachingteaching::::

- Appropriate remedial help relating to needs not to ethnicity

- Teaching for a chance to „arrive“ in the destination soc iety

- Teaching for professional competencies and life skills

- Help to acquire „world-knowledge“ + content-related v ocabulary



Intercultural Education in Germany

Proposals

Teaching for life skills in an intercultural approach:

a  using new teaching standards and new types of classroom tasks
(PISA-type) closer to the reality of pupils

b  teaching language skills in real life situations and building
competencies in a systematic way

c  building mentoring programs with successful migrants as support
for students
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Lernchancen durch Bildungsstandards und 
Aufgabenformate wahrnehmen

Bsp. Standards

Example:

Bildungsstandards Deutsch, 
Hauptschulabschluss:

Educational Standards 

Subject: German

You have seen this ad in the paper 
of 6th of August. You have ordered 
the mobile phone, and you have 
received it on the 20th of August. 
On the same day you checked the On the same day you checked the 
invoice which asked for 49 Euros 
and a shipping fee of 10 Euros. 

Task:

Write a letter of complaint to the 
shop in which you point out what in 
the delivered good is not according 
to the advertisement and state your 
demands.
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Language help through curricula with competencies a nd life skills 

5. Klasse: 

Timetables:
I can find a good 
connection for visiting a 
friend 

9. Klasse:

Timetables:
I can find a good 
connection to  arrive at friend 

Notes:
I can write a note for a 
classmate

Presentation:
I can show to others what 
is interesting in a special 
subject

a workplace

Notizen:
I can write a 
professional note for a 
colleague
Präsentationen:
I can give a clear, 
structured and enriched 
lecture  on a 
complicated topic.
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Mentoring programmes with successful migrants

Junge Vorbilder - Mentoring mit 
Migrationshintergrund
http://www.verikom.de/junge_vor
bilder.htmbilder.htm

http://www.stichtingwittetulp.nl/
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Thank you
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